Teaching medical students about epilepsy.
A small study was designed to evaluate three seminars on epilepsy for junior medical students. A self-completion questionnaire on knowledge and attitudes was constructed and administered to case and control students and, as part of a parallel study, to senior medical students, general practitioners, and a sample of patients attending general practice. Students undertaking seminars on epilepsy showed significant improvement in overall knowledge, but not in attitudes. Many students had observed an epileptic seizure before entering medical school, but neither this, nor close acquaintance with persons with epilepsy, appeared to affect their responses. Age appeared to influence knowledge in the sample of general practice attenders, with those aged 30-59 scoring a significantly higher mean score than older and younger subgroups.